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The Implementation of Bilingual Education
in Shou-Shan Senior High School

M Author: 201 EZ&B# Curtis Jui-lin Wang Editor: Annika Forde

How would you express your love to your
foreign friends or a random foreigner?
What language would you use? What will
you do if you want to deliver your
welcome and love to our exchange
student this year—Sarah LENZ, our
foreign teachers, or even the students
from our sister schools? You would proba-
bly say it in English, right? Because
English is the best and most common
option for communicating with foreign
friends.

To improve Taiwanese students' English
ability, the government introduced the
Bilingual 2030 policy. Here’s what Shou
Shan Senior High School has done for the
bilingual policy:

® The Importance of English

“We should learn languages because
language 15 the only thing worth knowing
even poorly.”- Katé Lomb

The quote was shared by teacher Sili, one
of the foreign English teachers at Shou-
Shan Senior High School.

The bilingual policy in Taiwan refers to
the ability to speak both English and
Taiwanese/ Mandarin.

English is a universal language which has
made it easier for us to communicate with
foreigners, particularly in an increasingly
globalizing world where communication
with foreigners is important. “There is no
other language for the people in the
whole world to communicate with each
other.” English teacher Yvonne Lin says.

We live in a highly technologized world in
which translation applications are capa-
ble of translating our thoughts instantly.
Your success in using it, of course,
depends on your English ability. Regard-
less, learning English is still important.
According to previous foreign English
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teacher in SSSH, teacher Annika Forde,
learning English is one of the most
important skills that a person can have in
this globalizing world. It's necessary for
communicating with others, understand-
ing other cultures and working towards
other’s goals, etc.

English also enables us to know more
accurately about what's happening in the
world. It’s difficult to keep up with global
events due to biased media reporting. In
Taiwan, global news is filtered through
the local Taiwanese news, which can
shape or alter the perception of global
events through translation, cultural
differences or political biases. English
speakers can read the news, and gather
multiple perspectives across world-fa-
mous news agencies such as The New
York Times and The Guardian, which
offer full scale reports on global matters.
“Never give up on learning English”
English teacher Jill says, “I only teach
them [students] how to use proper tools.”
Proper tools are essential for students
wanting to learn English, whose English
proficiency is not as good. Personally, I
prefer to use online tools for improving
my English.

“English is a lifestyle and a way of think-
ing. We shouldn't study English as a
subject; we should immerse ourselves in
it”, this is what English teacher Iris
Huang thinks when it comes to how we
view English.

@ What is the 2030 Bilingual Policy?
We have taken English classes since
elementary school, why did the govern-

ment create this policy?

According to the National Development
Council, there has been an increasing
number of multinational corporations
that have invested in Taiwan within the
past few years and the demand for local
“talent” with bilingual proficiency has
greatly increased. The government
launched the 2030 Bilingual Policy to
boost the competitiveness of Taiwan’s
young generation to enable the next
generation to enjoy better job and salary
opportunities.  Therefore,  bilingual
education is a way to proceed with this
policy.

The government aims to create an immer-
sive bilingual learning environment and
increase opportunities for students to use
English, by encouraging schools to offer
bilingual classes in addition to regular
English classes. The reason for this is
related to a 2020-2021 survey conducted
by the British Council in cooperation with
the Ministry of Education. The survey,
which followed 5,772 students across 438
junior and senior high schools, showed
that most Taiwanese students were good
at reading and listening, but their writing
and speaking skills needed improvement.

However, this policy, as everyone knows,
is controversial. “Although the intentions
are nice, we don't have good complemen-
tary measures to support the teachers and
prompt the whole environment to
change.”, English teacher Ruby Shen
thinks. Some people have asked the
government to get rid of this policy due to
the burden on Taiwanese teachers as well
as Taiwanese students who find it difficult
to keep up with the requirements for
bilingual classes. The program coordina-
tor in our school, Kevin Lee has the best
phrase to describe what has been the
outcome of this policy- “trial and error”.
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This is exactly what the government and
schools are doing.

Deciding whether the government should
put a stop to the 2030 Bilingual Policy
would take you down another rabbit hole
- not the one that we're discussing today.
In this situation, all we can do is our best.

® What Have We Done for This Policy:
The Bilingual Education in SSSH

In this situation, what SSSH can do is
limited. It seems like a lot of students and
teachers don't know what we've done for
this policy. This is the main purpose of
this article-to let you know about how the
Bilingual Education Policy has been
implemented at SSSH.

Shou-Shan Senior High School has done
the following regarding bilingual educa-
tion:

@ Bilingual Teachers: Bilingual teachers
are neither English teachers, nor foreign
English teachers. English teachers teach
English specifically, while bilingual
teachers teach subject specific classes in
English, such as Fine Arts, P.E,, etc.
There are two bilingual teachers at our
school. One teaches Fine Arts, and anoth-
er teaches Biology. We interviewed the
Fine Arts teacher Abu, who’s now study-
ing in college in Australia for the bilingual
teachers’ training program provided by
the Ministry of Education.

As a student from the bilingual experi-
mental class, I had to take his class last
semester. He told us one day that he was
stressed about making mistakes in
English while teaching us Art. He is a
Taiwanese teacher and so, English would
be a second language for him. This is
something that many teachers worry
about. It can lead to a lack of motivation

in other teachers, who are reluctant to
switch to bilingual instruction. Standard-
ized testing and curriculum constraints,
can lead to additional pressure on Bilin-
gual Teachers. When I asked Abu why he
wanted to be a bilingual teacher, he said
“Cause I'm still young” , he believes
teachers must be lifelong learners to
teach effectively.

Abu’s class was an elective course, since
some students didnt fully understand
instructions in English, they dropped out
of the course or not having any interest in
the class, partly because of the language
the teacher used.

® loreign English Teachers: Foreign
English teachers are very crucial to this
policy, because by doing so, students can
really interact with foreigners in campus.

Also, foreign English teachers can intro-
duce global matters to us, which broadens
students’ horizons.

They collaborate with Taiwanese-English
teachers, teaching us English magazines
to boost immersive learning. Also, some
Taiwanese non-English teachers will
work with foreign English teachers,
integrating English in their classes with
foreign English teachers’ help.

During foreign English teachers’ classes,
they encourage students to speak, to
interact with each other by designing
some activities like having some ques-
tions for students to discuss with each
other and answer them to the foreign
English teacher.

@ International Exchange: Many of you
may have noticed the schools from differ-
ent countries which have done exchanges
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with us at Shou-Shan. We have had great
times with them, learned a lot, and made
friends with them.

The reason why Shou-Shan invites them
here, according to the director of
Research and Development Office, Ginger
Lu, is because our students want and love
interacting with foreigners. It helps us
broaden our perspectives and cultural
understanding.

Inbound visiting provides a way for us to
exchange cultures, introduce ourselves to
foreign friends, and teach others about
Taiwan. Most importantly, it helps facili-
tate exchanges between students and
foreigners who may otherwise not have
the opportunity to do so through travel.

On the other side, outbound visiting can
also be beneficial. It broadens students’
perspectives and worldview through their
interaction with locals and by visiting
schools abroad. Even when you travel
abroad, it’s rare that you get the chance to
chat with and make local friends. By
doing exchanges through school, you can
converse, make friends, and also learn
more deeply about their culture.

®Rotary Youth Exchange Students:
Shou-Shan also has a long-standing
relationship with the Rotary Youth
Exchange program (RYE program). RYE
students come to our school to participate
in a one-year exchange. This year, we
have one student from France: Sarah
Mathilde LENZ. She’s a student in 201. She
loves Shou-Shan so much that she doesn't
want to go back to her home country-
France. “As an exchange student, I can say
that the experience in a Taiwanese school
is very different and interesting. I still
needed some time to feel like I belong

here even though my classmates and all
my friends are all pretty nice and sweet to
me. I am right now at the half of my
exchange year and I can tell that it is a
grateful experience that makes you grow
up and makes you show another vision of
the world.”

The RYE exchange program has provided
an immersive learning environment by
allowing our students to communicate
with and get used to having a foreigner on
campus. Sarah is really friendly and
always open to meeting someone new and
having a chat. So don't be shy if you would
like to speak to her!

@ Lnglish Competitions: SSSH also holds
an English Week every year, providing
various opportunities for our students to
perform and practice. Like English vocab-
ulary competition, English speaking com-
petition, English composition competi-
tion.

@ Obstacles and Improvements

At SSSH students also struggle with over-
all English comprehension. Many of the
Taiwanese-English teachers realized that
students may struggle during a foreign
English teacher’s class. This can be
attributed to them not being motivated to
participate in the class, or not being able
to understand what the teacher says.

It's hard for students with low English
proficiency to fully participate or focus on
a foreign English teacher’s class; it’s also
hard for a foreign English teacher to
teach. “For those with high proficiency,
understanding English classes wouldn't
be a problem. On the contrary, those with
low proficiency might struggle to even
understand the teacher’s instructions.”,
English teacher Iris Huang thinks.
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This is further exacerbated by the materi-
al being taught. Foreign English teachers
have to wuse reading-based material
(English magazines) which can be chal-
lenging to make engaging lessons out of.

Student motivation is also important.
When students are not motivated enough,
they will be less willing to speak English,
therefore it's more difficult for teachers to
implement interactive bilingual courses.
For example, during foreign English
teachers’ classes, students’ English profi-
ciency can be a problem.

Compare to students from western coun-
tries, Taiwanese students are shyer, that’s
also the general learning culture in
Taiwan. “I think maybe the kids are shy to
respond.”, foreign English teacher Sili
said.

Because this policy is being implemented
from elementary schools to colleges,
students in younger generations may get
used to it, however, are teachers ready?

Some teachers think that Mandarin teach-
ers should learn more about bilingual
education, by training or listening to
other bilingual teachers’ experiences.
They should also consider increasing
collaboration and interaction between
English/foreign English teachers and
Mandarin teachers during bilingual class-
es.

Overall, you may think that this policy is
not effective, and possibly worsens the
effectiveness of English instruction. You
might say that this policy should be
paused or even stopped, or at the very
least, fully discussed between teachers,
parents, students to balance the opinions
from the different sides of the society,

making this policy more -effective,
efficient, and better.

It may be controversial and debatable,
evidently however, the policy has had a
profound impact on the SSSH community
and has been effective in improving
student’s ability towards becoming bilin-
gual.

Though Shou-Shan has launched numer-
ous initiatives to improve it's student’s
bilingual abilities, there’s still a lot of
room for improvement. Shou Shan has
the opportunity to make the English
learning environment even more immer-
sive than it is helping students become
more familiar and less shy or afraid of
speaking English.

Special Thanks to: (Sort by names’
alphabetical order)

Fine Art teacher Abu (Wang Yen Xiang)
for accepting interview

Previous foreign English teacher Annika
Forde for accepting interview and editing
this article

The Director of Research and Develop-
ment Office Ginger Lu for accepting inter-
view

English teacher Iris Huang for filling the
survey

The Director of General Office Jill Wang
for accepting interview

Program Coordinator Kevin Lee for
accepting interview

English teacher Ruby Shen for filling the
survey

Foreign English teacher Silindile Sleeface
Phahla for accepting interview

English teacher Yvonne Lin for accepting
interview
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